IN MEMORIAM

Professor Zofia Maciejowska-Pokacka (1924-2011)
Honorary member of the Polish Phytopathological Society

On 14th of April 2011 in Poznan passed away Professor Zofia Maciejowska-
Pokacka, mycologist and plant pathologist, an outstanding expert in cereal dis-
eases, a pioneer in initiating modern programmes of cereal disease control, al-
ways in touch with plant protection service. Her grave is in the Junikowo Cem-
etery in Poznan (Grunwaldzka str.)

Born in Klobuck near Czestochowa on 6th January 1924, Zofia Pokacka spent
her early years in Bialowieza, as her father was Professor Jan Jerzy Karpinski an
outstanding forester, founder and long time head of the Bialowieza National Park
of Nature and Division of the Forest Research Institute. After attending primary
school in Bialowieza, secondary school in Bielsk Podlaski and Bialystok (interrupted
by World War II, finished in 1948) she graduated as engineer of horticulture from
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the Warsaw Agricultural University (SGGW) in 1952, and started her work in Cen-
tral Office for Fruit and Vegetable Industry in Warsaw. She obtained Master of Sci-
ence in plant pathology at the Warsaw Agricultural University in 1958, starting her
work in the Division of Institute of Plant Protection in Reguly, near Warsaw. Soon
afterwards (in 1959) Prof. Pokacka went to the Department of Botany and Plant
Pathology (Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana, USA) where in 1962 she ob-
tained her D.Sc. degree based on a thesis: “Studies on soil microflora and biological
control of damping-off of apple”. After coming back in 1962 Dr Pokacka continued
her work in Reguly near Warsaw, dealing mainly with root diseases of vegetables.

The following years were filled with work in Gorzéw Wielkopolski: first in the
Department of Forage Plants of the Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation
(IUNG, 1967-1970), and than in the Institute of Plant Protection branch in Gorzéw
Wielkopolski (1970-1972). That was the beginning of her work on cereal diseases,
continued till her retirement in 1994. The research was focused on: snow mould
(Fusarium nivale [= Microdochium nivale]), leat and stem base diseases of wheat,
rye and triticale — with a special reference to their occurrence and diagnostics, re-
sistance of wheat and rye cultivars to rusts and powdery mildew under high nitrogen
fertilization.

From 1972 on Prof. Pokacka was head of the Department of Mycology in the In-
stitute of Plant Protection in Poznan and her new task became supervising research
on Puccinia triticina and Erysiphe graminis (= Blumeria graminis) races on wheat,
followed by the problem of Erysiphe graminis f. sp. tritici resistance to triazole fungi-
cides. Than her research interests shifted to physiological races of barley pathogen,
Rynchosporium secalis. Examining new fungicides against cereal diseases, started in
late 1970ties, resulted in the first instructions for complex cereals protection in Po-
land.

After gaining the degree of doctor habilitatus in 1976 (habilitation dissertation
“Grzyby drozdzoidalne wystepujace na ziarniakach pszenicy” — “Yeast fungi occur-
ring on kernels of winter wheat”), Professor Pokacka further investigated cereal dis-
eases: sharp eyespot (rhizoctoniosis) of cereal stem base, and Pythium vanterpoolii
— a new pathogen of cereals and grasses in Belgium, septoriosis of wheat (and later
triticale) ears and leaves caused by Septoria (= Stagonospora) nodorum, and tan leat
spot of wheat and triticale caused by Drechslera tritici-repentis.

Results of research work carried out by Prof. Pokacka and her team on the occur-
rence and chemical control of cereal diseases supplied genuine basic information for
initiating, for the first time in Poland, modern programmes of cereal disease control.
A remarkable part of Prof. Pokacka scientific output consists of review articles con-
cerning new science/research achievements, such as mechanisms of fungicide activ-
ity, side effects of fungicides and etiology of plant diseases.

The scientific output of Professor Zofia Pokacka consists of 155 works, including
69 research papers and 86 scientific reports and articles. She promoted five Doctors
of Agriculture and reviewed eight other Ph.D. theses, one habilitation dissertation
and a number of applications for research grants.

In 1976 doctor habilitatus Zofia Pokacka was appointed Associated Professor and
in 1989 the Council of the State granted her the title of Full Professor.

During her leadership of the Department of Mycology in the Institute of Plant
Protection (1972-1992) Prof. Pokacka had also represented Poland in an European
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and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) working group for meth-
ods of pesticide efficacy estimation in protection of agricultural and horticultural
plants. She was also member of scientific councils in Institute of Plant Protection
(1981-1992), Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (Centralny Osrodek Badania
Odmian Ro$lin Uprawnych; 1978-1983), Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultiva-
tion (Instytut Uprawy, Nawozenia i Gleboznawstwa; 1987-1992). In 1987-1992 she
was a member of the Committee of Plant Protection of the Polish Academy of Sci-
ences, and in 1997-1999 — a member of the Agricultural Section of the State Com-
mittee for Scientific Research.

Professor Pokacka was a member of SIiTR (professional organization of agri-
cultural engineers and technicians), Polish Botanical Society and the Polish Phyto-
pathological Society (since 1972). She was an active member of the Poznan Division
with keen interest in its work and development — she was a member of the Division
Board (1985-1996) and Division Board of Controllers (1976-1978). After being a
member of the entire Society Board of Controllers (1979-1981), in 1982-1984 she
was a member of the Society Board. The resolution of the General Assembly of
Members of the Polish Phytopathological Society in 1999 in Poznan granted her the
title of Honorary Member of the Society. As a member of the Polish Phytopathologi-
cal Society, she was also member of the International Society for Plant Pathology
and European Foundation for Plant Pathology. In 2003 volume 28 of Phytopatholo-
gia Polonica was dedicated to Professor Zofia Pokacka on the occasion of the 45th
anniversary of her scientific work (Manka 2003a and 2003b).

Professor Zofia Pokacka’s editorial work was long lasting and intense. From 1986
till 2001 Prof. Pokacka was a division Editor and Editorial Committee member of
Journal of Plant Protection/Prace Naukowe IOR, Progress in Plant Protection Re-
search/Postepy w Ochronie, and from 1991 on she has been a member of the Editori-
al Committee of Phytopathologia Polonica (from 2009 — Phytopathologia; scientific
journal of the Polish Phytopathological Society). Her contribution to editorial work
in plant pathology, in the form of reviewing papers and editing scientific periodicals,
was enormous.

Among the awards for research and extension work given to Professor Zofia
Pokacka there were: State Award 112 in 1980 and the Awards of SIiTR and of Min-
ister of Agriculture, the Golden Cross of Merit (Ztoty Krzyz Zastugi; 1977) and
decoration “Meritorious to Agriculture” (odznaka honorowa “Zastuzony dla Rol-
nictwa”; 1983), Medal 40-years of Polish People’s Republic (Medal 40-lecia Polski
Ludowej; 1984), and Commemorative Medal of the Institute of Plant Protection
issued on the 50" anniversary of its establishing.

Professor Pokacka will be long remembered not only for her professional ac-
complishments, but also for her friendliness and modest nature. She was a person
of great heart, always ready to help younger colleagues in research and publication
work. Her virtues are a great heritage to her friends and co-workers.
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