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A new species of Helicocephalum from Poland
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Helicocephafum tenellum sp. nov, 15 described from forest soil in northern Poland.
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The genus Helicocephalum was established by Thaxter (1891) lor
H. sarcophifum. Drechsler (1934, 1943) added two more species,
H. oligosporum and H. diplosporium. K 11z and E m b r e e (1989) discribed
H. cornicwlatum. The author describes and illustrates the new species which
was discovered on forest soil verv close to the feed-box [or roe-deers and

Cervines.

Helicocephalum rtenellum sp. nov.
(Etym. Latin: tenellus = delicate)

Colomae effusae, velutinae, albidae, oculo nudo vix visibiles. Sporangio-
phora erecta, solitaria, non ramosa, recta vel flexuosa, subulata, hyalina,
continua, usque ad 170 uym longa, 5-6 um crassa, sursum 2-2.5 um crassa.
Merosporangium terminale, 19-25x [5-20 pum, ex filo 5-6.5-plo convoluo.
Sporae subhyalinae, reniformes vel cylindricae apice rotundatae, 6-8 x 3-4 pym,
leves, nonseptatae, ad apicem sporangiophor in massis pallide brunneis aggre-
gatae (Fig. 1). Habitat in solo silvae (Tilio-Carpinetum), Sajzy. Polonia.

Colonies on the natural substrate effuse, velvety, whitish, shining, scarcely
visible to the naked eye. Sporangiophores erect, solitary, unbranched, straight
or flexuous, subulate, hyaline, continuous, up to 170 pm long, 5-6 um in
diameter at the base, tapering gradually upward to a diameter of 2-2.5 pm.
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Merosporangium terminal, hyaline, 19-25x 15-20 pm, 5-6.5 times coiled.
Spores subhyaline, remiform or cylindrical with rounded ends, smoth-walled,
non-septate, 6-8 x 3-4 pm, accumulating in pale brawn masses at the sporan-
giophore apex (Fig. 1)

Fig. . Helicocephalum tenelfum sp. nov.: sporangiophore, immature and malure merosporangia,
spores (bar — 10 pm)

Holotype: on soil, in rather moist deciduous forest (Tilio-Carpinetum),
Sajzy near Etk, 20 July 1994, WA 34251,

Among previously described species ol Helicocephalum, H. tenellum 15
unique in having very small sporangiophores, very small spores dimensions,
and big number of merosporangium spirals. H. renelfum resambles the fungus
1solated by Arnaud (1952) and recorded as H. sarcophilum var. f.



A new species of Helicocephalum 131

REFERENCES

Arnaud G 1955 Mycologie concrete: Genera. Bull. Soc. Mye. Fr. 68 181-223,

Barron G L 1975 Nematophagous lungi Heffcocephafum, Trans, Br.. Mycol. Soc. 65
309-311.

Drechsler C 1934 A new species of Helicocephalum, Mycologia 26: 33-37,

Drechsler C 1943 A new non-heheord isporous Helicocephalum parasitizing nematode
eges. Mycologia 35 134-141,

Kitz DDIJ.Embree R W, 1989 A new specics of Helicocephalum [rom lowa. Mycologia
Bl 164-166.

Thaxter R IE9L On certaoin new or peculiar North American Hyphomyeetes. 11 Bot. Gaz
16 201-205.

Nowy gatunek Helicocephalum z Polski
Streszczenie
H. tenellum jest pugiym gatunkiem wlyczonym do rodzayju Helicocephaiim. Wyrastal na glebie
preesycone) odchodami swicrzat roslinozernych, obok karmnika dla saren 1 jeleni, w grydnie

( Tilio-Carpinetum), w Sajzach niedaleko Elku. Moina przypuszczac, #z¢ podobnic jak wczesnie)
opisane gatunki, jest pasozylem ja) nicieni.
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